
Woman Police Deputy Writer of Poetry
Mrs. Ellen O'Grady Ardently Interested in
Not So Keen About Her Special Task of
Freud, but Believes Preventing Sex Crime
in the Psychological and Confident of
Moment Eventual Success

By DJUNA BARNES.
MAI SINK a day nn Centre street, over-

castI and threatening rain; a daj
through which shuffle flickering tramps
like wicks that arc dying; Centre street
with its hurrying business men, its thin
clerks carrying brief hags, the Crimiual
Courts Building, that edifice of

on whose steps people arc obscured
into a sameness of sonnw men with hurt
mouths, women in black talking in Ital-

ian and children playing noiselessly, as
if they were the innocent ashca of sump

"f

despair: imagine the cries of some one in

a vacant lot raised high above the multi-

tude on a soap box, with wide,
heedless arms crying for then
imagine the long, coin (orridors of Police

the uniformed men with

their badger, winking sleepily above their
hearts, the rows of prize beakers in

glass case and then the room on whose

door is the sign "Fifth Deputy
In here, by an ami

legal desk, in blue serge dress trimmed
with lace, sits well built woman, her
fac at once stern and humorous. Imag-

ine all this and you have the environs and
the person of Mrs. F.llen Fifth
Deputy Police

Nose of Gentle
Her eyes are set close together and

the is of gentle
and the mouth one of which one would

say. "That mows for the State." My

lirsl was of a woman who was
afraid of being too homelike in an ofliee

of business.
She is a woman to whom jou put

question hist. Therefore
asked her about her work.

'I am interested in the saving of gills
before they haw taken the last step," she

said. "I do not mean that I am not also

interested in and careful of the girl who

has already fallen- - that goes without say-

ing: but do think that more things
should he done to pievent and les to at-

tempt cures. It is better far to save
girl hefoie she is in dire need of saving
than to trj to save her after it is too-lal-

not but that giiU can be

but is it not better never to have made

mistake than to have made one?"
She went on. turning over ruler:

'True. L believe in the benefits of suffer-

ing: the worst of us are always belter for
having done for which we can

truly suffer: but theie are some who can

be "saved and yet gain their
and he as as if they had gone
through the hist tires und out on the other
vide of Kiddlei's Creen." For the first

time she smiled little.
"I believe in women: hve them: there

is kindliness and an and
in women that no one. not

even an animal, possesses oh. jolt
n.sdii't smile at the animal: they are

for blind devotion, which of
course has its limits.

T.ecuusc of this love of beauty, be-

cause of this out for
better and brighter and of more v.oith
our girls fall into trouble. It is fur this
very reason that those east into the
shadow by poverlj' and. n

and by neglect and
grope toward the only thing that

tltev know as beautiful. It is for this
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reason that since the war there have been
more cases of small girls goiitg astray.

"Let uic explain."
Siie turned around in her chair facing

the window.
"Somehow a unifurm has alwaj's

to a woman it appeals to men
uNo. but they can wear it, jou see she
connects it with something holj' and somc-Ihin- g

to be investigated, something at
once to be venerated and to be familiar
with. For a girl of fourteen, and the
girls who go astray arc younger than
ever, nothing has ever come so close to
her dreams as these uniforms. Any-
thing she might do is jumbled up with a
sort of patriotic fanaticism: thus she. pre-
tends to herself that her feelings are
somehow made divine and noble."

"How then are you going to prevent
it r

"I look into tho.-- e conditions which are
Itkelv- - to lead up to sueh a climax. Now
take, for instance, the gills doing messen-

ger service. They have to go through the
back entries of houses or so I have been
advised. When such a case is brought to
my attention I write to the company em-

ploying them and ask that they be al-

lowed to cuter through the front.
"And then, too." she continued with

some firmness, "there is the problem of
the 'masher,' a man who is not only a
nuisance to himself, but a menace to

1 mean to see to it that young
girls are shielded fiom the attentions of
these men.

Lures for Very Young Girli.
"The first thing to do is to watch fur-liv- e

sweetmeat shops, with their rows of
Lot lies tilled with briiliantlj' colored soda
v.atcr fruit syrups-- , and the little back
rooms; the pseudo motion picture schools,
which help to recruit the great army that

kj' spoke of as the 'sacrifice on the altar
of the nation's puritj-'- : the spurious
theatrical agency' and all the manj-- other
forms Used to lure joung girls to their
ruin.

"Vnil will realize that there could
hard Ij be a more important thing to
tackle, unless, of course, you mention the
matter of national defence."

"Do J'ou think that general public ser-
vo c is unlit for women?"

"I mo-- t certainly do. Such work a
that of the street car conductor and run-
ning an elevator is very bad for women:
they are subject to the passing insults"
of the crowd. Vou will snj-- that women
are subject to this anvwav: that is quite
true, but in ordinary life thej- - are in a
better position to protest.'-- '

"And," said I, "what do you think of
crime in general! To mc personalh it
has a strong appeal I like crime, pro-
vided it is well committed."

O'GRADY
COMMISSIONER,

She smiled, shaking her head: "That
sounds nice, but of course that is the
artist's point of view. Crime, murder,
love, hate, a'l appeal to the artist; but

see," she added, "there arc onlj- - a
very few artists in the world, and the un-

avoidable crimes will alwaj--s be enough
for them.

"The criminal who is one through a
moment's great feeling, through a sudden
climax of passions, I forgive always in
my heart. There is so little feeling in
the world that even when it takes, the
wrong method of expressing itself it is
something that the world cannot do with-

out. There is too little love and there-

fore no really great and profound hate;
too few people move with a 'certain som-

ber fury.'"
No Hope of Ending Crime.

"Will crime ever be uprooted? That
is, will the court and the judgment seat
and the prisons ever lie done away with!"

"Never, not so long as humanity is in-

human. The gallows tree has not shut
the mouth of all the angers, nor has the
rope strangled the universal cry of de-

spair."
'But the cause of most crime, is it not

poverty !"
"Oh! yes; poverty is the greatest of all

evils, because people do not understand
how to be poor. Poverty drives the chil-

dren info the strret, we all know that, and

from there to the saloons, but why? Be-

cause their own homes are not onlv- - poor
but dirty."

"But soap costs money, Mrs. O'Grady."
"I know, I know, but some there are

who have proved their divine ability,
some who reach heaven little but skin and
bones, but this kind He loves best."

"The sum of thy past agony shall shake
The very marrow of tlij-- bones, and move
The oblivious skin upon thy nerveless

veins" I quoted.
Mrs. O'firadj- - looked up sharply.
"What is that J" she inquired. "I too

love poetry, but there!" she added
''I must learn not to speak of poairy

in business hours."
"But jou yourself write it, I hare

heard."
"Oh, yes: I write it, but I do not speak

of it excepting to tliose nearest me,
a friend or two, and that is

all."
"Vet," said I, "what of:

'() marvellous man, must tbv heart beat
high

As with frozen limbs 'neath the Northern
sky

Vott planteil the flag Old Glory there.
Your thanksgiving hymn, your Toieclt s

prayer.
Was freedom's flag at the Pole unfurled;
The Stars and Stripes at the top of the

world."'

"Yes, yes," she said- - coloring a little.

"Those naughty boys on the papers got
that. They played a trick with ine, but I
don't mind; the papers have always'"
treated me kindly and justly; though 1
would like you to say for me that the
newspapers no longer mould the pnbHa
opinion, as was proved bv the last eleo-tion- ."

"But, for goodness sake, do not let VS
get away from our subject crime and
death. Xow, death is something I am
really keen about.' I interrupted.

This time she laughed heartily.
'"You're a funny girl," the said. Yott'
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love crime and now you adore death I
see j'ou have the artist's soul.

"The saddest part of it all is that it
reallj-- takes a lifetime to understand a
person, and no one can spend a lifetime
judging a criminal. Crime takes but a
moment, but justice an eternity.

'Therefore the best that we can do, the
best that the judge can do, is to be as
good a character reader as possible, a per-
son who has almost occult powers, one
who can discern at a glance all the little
complexities that liave gone into the mak-

ing of the mistake."
'What of psycho-analj-s- is Freudisn,

you know?"
"I don't believe in it verj' much. It

goes too far digs down too deep; but I
do believe in the psychological moment.
Take a person at the edge, just before be
goes over, a person with the knife lifted,
one with the poison to his lips, he who is
about to shoot, and you have a chance
for. redemption such as j'ou will never
have again and which you could not have
had before. One alwaj's saves and loses
the most at the edge of things."

''Do think that Osborne's prison re-

form would have worked out well for the
criminal T"

"I don't like to say yes or no to that.
I do think that his ideas were good ones.
I do think that prison reforms are good
things. But the prisons as they were be-

fore were not as bad as they were
paiuted."

Sufgetts Wholesale Segregation.

"What about a colonj-- for criminals
a whole town, if you like, walled in as
China is walled in through which the
criminal could express himself a plaee
with libraries, public squares, town hall,
opera house, movies and garden a place
where crime could be developed into some-

thing bevond crime, bevond good and
evil!"

"Ah. what a dreamer's idea that is!"
she said.

"Vet, cannot criminals and fallen
women teach things that none of us know,
such things that we might be the better
for?"

And now she rather surprised me.
"Ves, very manj' things," she replied.

"I know of no honor that is at times more
beautiful than that among thieves. I
know of nothing more terrible and more
tragic and more splendid than the feeling
of fallen women for another who might
fall.

"The honor among thieves reaches veiy'
often a sublime point, the effort of a
fallen woman to save a sister ha3 often
brought tears to my eyes but j-- sueh
honor and such unselfish feeling cannot

(Continued on page fourteen.)


